
 

 

Board of Education Regular Meeting 

Monday, December 14, 2020 7:00 PM Central 

Administration Building- Board Room
320 N 5th St

Beatrice, NE 68310  
   

Notice of the meeting was given in advance by publication and/or posting in accordance with the Board approved 
method for giving notice of meetings.  Notice of this meeting was given in advance to all members of the Board of 
Education.  Availability of the agenda was communicated in the publicized notice and a current copy of the agenda 
was maintained as stated in the publicized notice.  All proceedings of the Board of Education, except as may be 
hereinafter noted, were taken while the convened meeting was open to attendance of the public. 

1. Call to Order & Roll Call 

Present: Janet Byars, Erin Chadwick, Doris Martin, Lisa Pieper, Eric Trusty, Steve Winter, Jon Zimmerman. Present: 
7. 

Mr. Zimmerman, President of the Board of Education, called the meeting to order at 7:04 PM in the Administration 
Building Board Room.  At the beginning of the meeting, the chairperson announced and informed the public that a 
current copy of the Open Meetings Act was posted on the west wall of the meeting room.   

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

All present stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.   

3. Consent Agenda 

Martin presented the following items on the consent agenda:   

3.1. Approval of the agenda as submitted 

3.2. Approval of minutes of the regular Board of Education meeting on November 9, 2020 

3.3. Approval of the proposed accounts for payment 

3.4. Approval of budgetary receipts and expenditures for November 2020 

3.5. Approval of Option Students: From Freeman: Alex Causey- Gr. 11; To Diller-Odell- Lilly Swanson- Gr. 10, 
Madeline Swanson- Gr. 12 

3.6. Approval of resignation of Renee Jones- Resource at Paddock Lane   

I move that the Board of Education of District #15 approve the consent agenda as presented passed with a 
motion by Doris Martin and a second by Steve Winter. 
Janet Byars: Yea, Erin Chadwick: Yea, Doris Martin: Yea, Lisa Pieper: Yea, Eric Trusty: Yea, Steve Winter: Yea, 
Jon Zimmerman: Yea 
Yea: 7, Nay: 0 

4. Outstanding Recognition 

4.1. Employee of the Month 

Dr. Nielsen recognized Ginger Hatzenbuehler, a para educator at the High School as the December Employee of 
the Month.  Those nominating Ginger stated that she has served as a para in many different roles.  She is able to 
build relationships with students by asking genuine questions and getting to know the students and this 
relationship-building strength is one of the main reasons that many of the students come to school.  She makes 
everyone feel important and listens to all perspectives.  Ginger also models what all students should be doing in 
the classroom.  She takes the strategies used by teachers and independently applies them throughout the day.     

4.2. Business Friend of the Month 

Mr. Alexander recognized Huls Towing (Wayne Huls) as the BPS Friend of the Month.  Mr. Alexander stated that 
Huls has many things that they offer our district.  He added that they were a large part of getting the concept of 



 

 

Working Wednesdays into the after school program as a way to show kids the local employment opportunities.  
Wayne was very successful at getting other businesses involved in the after school program.  

4.3. Board Member Recognition- Steve Winter 

Mr. Alexander recognized Steve Winter and thanked him for his twenty years of service to the Board of Education.  
He thanked Winter for his time and commitment to the district and for keeping kids first in decision-making.  Winter 
asked Pieper to read a statement he had prepared.   

5. Information 

5.1. Student Update 

Colt Dittbrenner shared that BMS has their last boys’ basketball game tomorrow and that after Christmas break 
girls basketball and wrestling will start.  The Middle School also raised $465 for the Christmas Wish List project that 
is organized by the Beatrice Chamber.  Paddock Lane recently conducted a food drive for the local food pantry and 
the items will be delivered tomorrow.  The High School also did a food collection.  Next, Colt stated the BHS 
recently resumed in person learning and students are happy to be back in the building.  Finals will be conducted 
this week at BHS.  The National Honor Society recently gathered to wrap presents for wish list project.  Finally, Colt 
shared that the winter sports seasons recently started and the audio/visual class is working on getting broadcasting 
adding as a piece of streaming the games.  

5.2. Board Reports 

5.2.1. STANCE Report 

Winter reported that the STANCE group met with 9 members of the legislature to set out what they intend to 
lobby about for the upcoming session.  

5.2.2. Negotiations Committee 

Byars reported that the negotiations committee met prior to the regular meeting.  She stated that the extra duty 
schedule has been finalized.  

6. Public Forum/Citizen's Requests/Comments Related to Agenda Items 

No one spoke at this time. 

7. Discussion 

7.1. FFCRA Expiring at the End of the Year 

Mr. Alexander shared that the FFCRA benefit will expire on December 31st unless the federal government puts 
something else in place.  He added that it is the district's job to come up with a plan if this is something we want to 
continue to offer and if so under what parameters.  Mr. Alexander shared a flow chart with Board members.  He 
added that the chart is a work in progress right now but as conversations progress he will keep the Board informed. 

7.2. Policy Update- Article 2 

Mr. Alexander shared that Article 2 was fairly short and this was another part of the complete policy overhaul.  He 
added that there is one section that will need to be discussed in more detail with the Board and it is the policies 
regarding evaluation.      

8. Action 

8.1. Approval of the contract with Mid States 

Mr. Alexander shared that the approval of this is a standard formality.  He informed the Board that one thing that is 
not in this contract is the addendum which determines the number of routes that the district is provided.  He stated 
we are currently using 14 routes and the approximate cost is $700,000 annually.  Mr. Alexander added that 
the contract will reflect a 3% increase in fees with the exact addendum yet to come. 

I move that the Board of Education of District #15 approve the contract with Mid States passed with a motion 
by Doris Martin and a second by Eric Trusty. 



 

 

Janet Byars: Yea, Erin Chadwick: Yea, Doris Martin: Yea, Lisa Pieper: Yea, Eric Trusty: Yea, Steve Winter: 
Yea, Jon Zimmerman: Yea 
Yea: 7, Nay: 0 

8.2. Approval of computer purchase 

Mr. Alexander stated that the district has reached the life expectancy on the Windows7 machines that are still 
being used as they are no longer supported, don't receive updates and are a security threat.  The cyber attack we 
experienced earlier this year was because of the security issues related to these computers.  This purchase would 
update the remaining machines in the district to eliminate any further issues.    

I move that the Board of Education of District #15 approve the quote from ByteSpeed for new computers in the 
amount of $18,475 passed with a motion by Doris Martin and a second by Erin Chadwick. 
Janet Byars: Yea, Erin Chadwick: Yea, Doris Martin: Yea, Lisa Pieper: Yea, Eric Trusty: Yea, Steve Winter: 
Yea, Jon Zimmerman: Yea 
Yea: 7, Nay: 0 

8.3. Approval of chrome book purchase 

Mr. Alexander reminded the Board that the district was set to lease 300 chromebooks last spring; however, the 
auto-update policy extended the ability for the chromebooks to continue to get security and Google updates for 
another year.  The district is now in a position to where these chromebooks will expire in their ability to function 
properly and get updates.  He provided the following reasons for needing to order new devices: pricing, demand 
and availability, and cooperative purchasing power.     

I move that the Board of Education of District #15 approve the quote from Sterling for new chromebooks 
passed with a motion by Doris Martin and a second by Erin Chadwick. 
Janet Byars: Yea, Erin Chadwick: Yea, Doris Martin: Yea, Lisa Pieper: Yea, Eric Trusty: Yea, Steve Winter: 
Yea, Jon Zimmerman: Yea 
Yea: 7, Nay: 0 

8.4. Approval of hiring of the middle school principal for the 2021-2022 school year 

Mr. Alexander stated that the Middle School principal position was opened up internally, but there were no other 
applicants.  He also informed the Board that the plan is to start advertising later this week or early next for the 
assistant principal position. 
 
  

I move that the Board of Education of District #15 approve the hiring of Andrew Haake as the Beatrice Middle 
School principal for the 2021-2022 school year passed with a motion by Doris Martin and a second by Eric 
Trusty. 
Janet Byars: Yea, Erin Chadwick: Yea, Doris Martin: Yea, Lisa Pieper: Yea, Eric Trusty: Yea, Steve Winter: 
Yea, Jon Zimmerman: Yea 
Yea: 7, Nay: 0 

8.5. Approval of the superintendent's evaluation 

I move that the Board of Education of District #15 approve the superintendent's evaluation passed with a 
motion by Doris Martin and a second by Eric Trusty. 
Janet Byars: Yea, Erin Chadwick: Yea, Doris Martin: Yea, Lisa Pieper: Yea, Eric Trusty: Yea, Steve Winter: 
Yea, Jon Zimmerman: Yea 
Yea: 7, Nay: 0 

9. Administrators' Report 

9.1. Paddock Lane- House Activities 

Mrs. Replogle provided an update on the house activities at Paddock Lane.  She shared about the new book 
vending machine and how students are able to earn opportunities to get books.  Mrs. Replogle also told the Board 
about a new Awesome Office Visit program she has enacted this year and what the parameters for the program 
are.  Paddock Lane recently completed a very successful and large food pantry collection.  In the spring, Paddock 
Lane will be assisting the community with cleanup of the local parks.   
  



 

 

9.2. Superintendent Report 

Mrs. Timmerman shared that the Beatrice YMCA is closing their preschool at the end of the year.  She added that 
she was excited to announce that the Beatrice Community Preschool will be taking all those students on.  Mrs. 
Timmerman added that she is working with a lot of entities and lots of conversations have been happening, but 
exciting movement is being made. 
 
Mr. Alexander shared that there was a great meeting with a patron who is willing to help make a donation and seek 
other donors for the BEAM group to get equipment which will allow them to start broadcasting events and activities 
along with the live stream.  He wished everyone happy holidays and thanked everyone in the district for all of their 
hard work.  

10. Notification of Next Meeting 

The next regular meeting of the Board of Education will be January 11, 2021 at 7:00 PM in the Administration 
Building.  There will not be a Committee of the Whole meeting in December.  An agenda for the meeting, which shall 
be kept continually current, is readily available for public inspection at the Superintendent's office during normal 
business hours. 

11. Adjournment 

I move that the Board of Education of District #15 adjourn passed with a motion by Doris Martin and a second by 
Steve Winter. 
Janet Byars: Yea, Erin Chadwick: Yea, Doris Martin: Yea, Lisa Pieper: Yea, Eric Trusty: Yea, Steve Winter: Yea, 
Jon Zimmerman: Yea 
Yea: 7, Nay: 0 

The meeting adjourned at 7:55 PM. 

Respectfully submitted by Danielle Fairbanks 

 

_____________________________________                                                                          

Board Secretary/Assistant Superintendent                                                                Date 


